                  Sandro Botticelli
· Sandro Botticelli was born in Florence, Italy probably in 1444. 
· His paintings were very popular and he became one of Florence’s favorite and famous artists.

· Botticelli’s real name was Alessandro Filipepi. He became known as Botticelli when he went to live and work with his older brother, who was nicknamed “Botticello” which means “little barrel”.
· Young Sandro Botticelli was 14 when he was sent to work with one of Florence’s greatest master painters, Filippo Lippi. It was a lot of hard work.

· Botticelli learned how to mix colors, clean brushes, and get walls ready to paint on. He also learned to draw and paint from his teacher. 

· After years of hard work and training, Botticelli began painting for important men and families in Florence.

· People who paid artists to do work for them were known as “patrons”.
· One of Botticelli’s wealthiest patrons was Lorenzo De Medici. He told everyone to buy Botticelli’s paintings.

· Sometimes Botticelli would paint himself in the paintings.

· He liked to paint gods from ancient Greece and Roman stories.

· He drew pictures of Venus the goddess of love, and Mars, the god of War.
· The Birth of Venus shows the goddess of love on a sea shell being blown to shore by the winds. The beautiful soft colors Botticelli used, and the way he made the people seem like they’re gently moving or floating in the air, have made this Botticelli’s most famous painting.
· Botticelli often used his paintbrush like a pen or pencil to outline, or add lines around the people in his paintings. His line work helped give a feeling of movement to his paintings.
· Sandro Botticelli lived to be about 65 years old.
